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We have many 100-yen shops (hyakkin) in our city. We can buy many
kinds of things for 108 yen now. One of the biggest sellers is stationery.
Many people buy kitchen items and cleaning items, too. We can also get
food, toys, and even clothes.

There were some shops like /iyakkin long before the first hyakkin shop
opened. In the 1930s, Japan had “10-sen shops.” Everything in these shops
was 10 sen. They were very popular. Their number went down during
World War II. In the 1960s, some supermarkets or department stores had
100-yen corners or 100-yen events. In 1985, the first hyakkin opened in
Aichi. In the 1990s, a lot of Ayakkin opened in Japan. Today there are about
8,000 shops.

There are shops like Ayakkin in many countries. For example, in the
U.S., they have one-dollar shops. I was surprised that some of these shops
sell medicine. We cannot buy medicine at Ayakkin in Japan. The U.K. has
one-pound shops. In the U.K., DIY is popular, so there are many items for

DIY at one-pound shops. Many other countries also have shops like
hyakkin.
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