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When Ayumu was a junior high school student, he went to San Francisco. He stayed
with Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and their *son Mike. Ayumu went to school with Mike. He
enjoyed his time in San Francisco very much. But he did not understand (Done thing.
His *host *parents asked him again and again, “Are you enjoying staying with us?”

One evening Mrs. Johnson said to him, “Ayumu, you always go to your room after
dinner. You don’t talk with us much. Are you enjoying staying with us? We *worry
about you.” Ayumu *was surprised. He did not know they worried about him. He
went to his room to do his homework after he ate dinner. In Japan he always did @so
and his parents did not worry about him. He had one more *reason. He *was afraid of
*making mistakes when he talked with his host parents in English.

That night, Mike came to Ayumu and asked, “Are you OK? You look sad.” Ayumu
answered, “Your parents worry about me because I don’t talk with them much. But my
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English is not so good...” Mike said, “They just hope to know you better. You are a

part of my family now. Don’t be afraid!”

After that, Ayumu started to talk with his host family every evening. He talked about
his school life in Japan and his favorite places in San Francisco. They listened to him
and *tried to understand him. All of them had a good time.

Ayumu learned it was important to have time together with his host family.
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Mike came to Japan and stayed with Ayumu’s family.

Ayumu thought his English was good.

Ayumu enjoyed staying in San Francisco.

Mike’s family spoke Japanese a little.

Ayumu did his homework but he made mistakes.
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Ayumu started to talk more with his host family and enjoyed it.



