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Fifteen years ago, I did a *homestay with an old woman for two months in America. Her
name was Jean. Jean was a music teacher when she was young. She could play the piano
and the guitar very well. Also, she was a good singer. So, we sometimes enjoyed singing
together. She was eighty years old, but she could drive a car. We went shopping and
visited many famous and beautiful places by car. She also cooked delicious dinners for me.
She lived *alone, so she was the only member of my *host family. But she had many friends,
so I could talk with a lot of people. I had a lot of *experiences with Jean and her friends.

During my homestay, Jean often said to me, “You are a member of the family. I hope you
will try to do a lot of *housework.” 1 washed the dishes, and *watered the flowers. I
sometimes tried to answer the *phone. I couldn’t speak English very well, so it was not
easy. Onme day, I made (Da big mistake. I answered a phone call from Jean’s friend, Bob.
He said, “Hi, Michiko! Can I speak to Jean?” Jean wasn’t in the living room then. I said,
“'m sorry. She is in the toilet now.” *Suddenly, Bob started to *laugh. “Why is he
laughing?” I thought.

Soon Jean came back to the living room and started to talk with Bob. When she finished
talking with him, she smiled and said to me, “@Qh. no! Michiko, I wasn’t in the toilet! I

was in the bathroom.” In the U.S, the word “toilet” doesn’t mean the small room. I learned

an important thing from this experience. ‘ ©) ‘
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A We should not answer the phone when we do a homestay.
B Making mistakes gives us chances to learn new things.
C I want to see Jean and her friends again.

D We cannot make mistakes when we speak English.



