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On my way to school, there is an old man with a yellow flag. He uses it to stop cars and
helps us when we walk across the street. Every day he says “Good morning” to children.
Some of them answer back, “Good morning,” but others don’t say anything and just walk by

him. I was one of them before.

Last month, I was in the hospital for two weeks. After I got better, I walked to school.
The old man said to me, “I didn’t see you for a long time. I'm happy because I see you again.”

He remembered me!

Two weeks later, there was a meeting at school. Three school volunteers came to our school.

The old man was one of them. He said, “I'm Matsuda Kazuo. Every morning, I hear your
‘Good morning’ and see your faces. I like them very much. Today, I'm going to tell you about
my story as a volunteer. My grandson lives near here. He was a student of this school about
five years ago. There were many cars around the school. I worried about him and other
students when they walked to school. I wanted to do something for them. One day, I
watched news about school volunteers on TV. They helped children every morning. I wanted
to do @this! Then, I started to work for children. I still enjoy helping children. Look at
these two volunteers. We work not only for your safety, but also for your smiles.”

I learned an important thing from his story. They help us every day, even when it rains or
snows. There are also many other volunteers around us. Many people in our town take care
of us. When I understood this, I felt a strong connection with them.

I think that we can start to help people from something small. Now, I say to Mr. Matsuda

with a smile, “Good morning. Thank you for helping us every day”.
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Kotaro was not feeling well, and he couldn’t say “Good morning” to others. But

later he learned that saying “Good morning” is important.

Mr. Matsuda helps the children after school every day because he wants to do

something good for children.

After the meeting, Kotaro learned that many people helped him. He felt that he

wanted to do something for people.

School meetings are important to meet people in the town. Kotaro wants to have more

school meetings.



